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UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE / L/ -7

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 7}%
SEP 1 1982

orrick or sacunity & Safety

Joseph ngﬁggg

Office of Security

pepartment of Justice

10th & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20599

Dear Mr, Trouner:

The nature of GAO's mission requires that GAO auditors/
evaluators, from time-to-time, obtain classified information
originated by various Government agencies.

GAO follows the guidelines set forth in Executive Order
10450, as amended, to insure that classified information is
entrusted only to those individuals who have been shown to be
trustworthy, reliable, of good conduct and character, and loyal
to the United States. Our primary objective is to insure that
the criteria and basis for granting access authorizations is
consistent with other Federal agencies. Additionally, we want
to insure that our program is comparable with other agencies
when authorizing access to sensitive, but unclassified
information.

in view of this, it is requested that a copy of your
agency's internal personnel security directive be provided to
this agency. Directives forwarded will be used by our security
staff for reference purposes only. It is also requested that we
be added to the distribution list for receiving changes or revi-
sions to the publication(s) furnished to us. This material
should be addressed to:

Director, Office of Security and Safety (0SS)

Room 4844

U.S. General Accounting Office (GAO)

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

1f you have any questions or if we can be of assistance
in your security program efforts, please do not hesitate to
contact us on 275-4700. ’

Again, thank you for any information you can provide.

Sincerely yours,
//L ) '

; 7
%i;hur A. Klekner
Director
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UNITED STATES GOVFERNMENT GENEKAL ALLULNILYG Urriu

- Memorandum rugust 9, 1982

B-197606-0.M. %
B-28 7% -6M,

10 : YDirectcr, Office of Security and Safety - Arthur A. Klekner

. ' . ” ir:
A /i
FROM : Acting General Counsel f Harry R. Var/{ eve /&]

SUBJECT:  Applicability of Executive Orders to GAO's Information Security
Program and ‘s Authority to Issue Access Authorizations--
B-197006-0.M¢ and B-205172-0.M.

L 4

This responds to your memoranda dated October 9 and November 17, 1981,
questioning whether GRO is bound by the requirements of Evecutive Orcer 12356
(formerly 12065) governing the National Security Information Pregram and
Executive Order 10450 governing the granting of access authorizations (clear-
ances) for GAO employees. )

This Office is a legislative Branch agency and therefore it is technically
not bound by the above cited Executive Orders which by their terms are applicable
only to Bxecutive Branch agencies and departments. However, in the interest of .
national security, the guidelines in those Orders should be followed by cur
Office as a matter of policy. Furthermore, in certain instances Congress has
directed this Office to follow the gquidelines set forth in these Executive
Orders. Sce for exarple 31 U.S.C. 8 53(f)(5). and 31 U.S.C. § S4(e). Accord-
ingly, this Office should follow the requirements of these two Executive
Orders to the extent feasible. The Office of General Counsel should be con-
sulted in any case where deviation is considered necessary.

issue. access authorizations;.such authority is inherent in the Camptroller

General's authority to appoint employees and pramilgate regulations governing
their conduct contained in 31 U.S.C. g 52-2.

With regard to your question concerning the-autSBrity of-this Office to- /

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/02 : CIA-RDP87T00623R000100030038-3



‘r

. ,um.uw‘uum. AT 5 ¥
ua... wdm—-

” d
-

DIGEST .

Director of 0SS questions whether GAO is bound by Executive

Orders 12356 and 10450 which govern the national security .
- |

information program and issuance of security clearances to

enployees, respectively. Because GAO is a Legislative Branch

agency, it is technically not bound by these Executive Orders

which are applicable o;ily to.the Executive Branch. However,
in the interest of national security, GAD should follow these
orders as a maf:ter of policy; Also GAO is required by statute
to follow these guidelines in certain instances. 31 U.S.C.

g§ 53 and 54. The authority for GAO to issue clearances stems
from' erployee appointment authority contained in 31 U. S c.

g 52—2.
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